
1Honor Roll of Donors 2024-2025

Honor Roll
of Donors

JULY 1, 2024 – JUNE 30, 2025



3Honor Roll of Donors 2024-2025

Dear Founding Forward donors & friends,

As we reflect on another impactful year, one truth 
stands out: your generosity makes immersive civic 
education possible. You help create experiences that 
don’t just teach history — they bring it vividly to life and 
prepare tomorrow’s leaders to uphold the ideals  
of liberty and responsibility.

Thanks to you, Founding Forward continues to inform, 
inspire, and engage citizens through transformational 
learning. From our historic campuses in Philadelphia and 
Valley Forge — where the spirit of liberty was born — to 
teacher training seminars and student programs across 
the country, your support ensures that democracy comes 
alive in meaningful ways.

By investing in civic education, you are not just teaching 
history, you are fostering the ability to think critically, 
engage respectfully, vote thoughtfully, and lead boldly. 
You transform teachers into catalysts and students into 
changemakers, strengthening the very foundations of 
our republic.

Because of your generosity, in just the past year  
we have:

•	 �Doubled teacher participation in our professional 
development seminars, from 314 to more than 650.

•	 �Increased student program enrollment  
by nearly 30%.

•	 �Expanded our speaker program series, including  
new events, on our Valley Forge campus.

•	 �Advanced the master plan for Valley Forge  
campus improvements.

•	 �Continued to grow our scholarship programs,  
equipping the next generation of citizen leaders.

•	 �Prepared to launch Good Citizen Day-on-the-Road, 
with the first programs scheduled for fall 2025 in  
Sacramento, CA and New York, NY. 
 

None of this progress would be possible without you. 
Your choice to support Founding Forward is more than  
a gift to history — it is an investment in the future of  
our democracy. You ensure that the principles of liberty,  
civic responsibility, and leadership endure for 
generations to come.

On behalf of all of us at Founding Forward, and the 
many future leaders empowered by your belief in this 
mission, thank you. Your support honors the promise of 
our republic and strengthens our shared commitment  
to liberty and leadership.

With gratitude,

James P. Dunigan 
Chair, Board of Trustees  
Founding Forward

Message from the Chair



Founding Forward

VISION
Founding Forward envisions a renewed interest in American civics 
grounded in the founding principles of life, liberty, and the pursuit  
of happiness, as articulated in the Declaration of Independence and  
in which current and future citizens participate, uphold, and improve  
upon our system of self-government, as established in the  
United States Constitution.

Founding Forward’s work is guided by a belief in the 
importance of the founding principles established by  
the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. 

The mission of Founding Forward is more than teaching 
history; it is about equipping the current and next 
generation with the knowledge and tools to continue the 
great American experiment. 

By fostering a deep understanding of our nation’s 
founding through immersive in-person civic education, 
Founding Forward is committed to shaping well-
informed, actively engaged leaders who will contribute 
to a more perfect union.

Founding Forward is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit.  
Support for the mission and work is made possible  
through voluntary contributions.

To learn more, visit www.foundingforward.org.

MISSION STATEMENT
Founding Forward informs and engages citizens through transformational 
educational experiences grounded in American history. These experiences 
enable students, teachers, and citizens to understand, appreciate, and 
practice the principles, rights, and responsibilities of American citizenship.

Our Work

Founding Forward4
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Financial Snapshot

Balance Sheet (unaudited)
Assets
	 Cash	 $1,305,283
	 Investments	 $27,710,106
	 Receivables and other Assets	 $5,999,921
	 Fixed Assets	 $14,906,674
Total Assets	 $49,921,984

Liabilities & Equity
	 Current Liabilities	 $1,345,872
	 Long-term Liabilities	 $112,913
	 Equity

	 without donor restrictions	 $34,488,863
	 with donor restrictions	 $13,974,336

	 Total Equity	 $48,463,199
Total Liabilities & Equity	 $49,921,984

Statement of Activities (unaudited)
Operating Contributions & Income
	 Non-Program Contributions	 $5,981,110
	 Program Releases	 $953,588
	 Other Operating Income	 $1,043,562
Total Operating Contributions & Income	 $7,978,260

Operating Expenses
	 Direct Program	 $2,132,064
	 Personnel	 $2,610,239
	 General and Administrative	 $1,630,344
	 Building Related	 $1,026,099
Total Operating Expenses	 $7,398,746

Other Incomes and Expenses
	 Restricted Incomes	 ($105,756)
	 Realized Gain (Loss) on Investments	 $1,773,324
	 Unrealized Gain (Loss) on Investments	 $787,634
	 Gain/(Loss) on Disposition of Assets	 ($49,153)
	 Depreciation and Amortization	 ($432,013)
Total Other Income & Expenses 	 $1,974,036
Change in Net Assets	 $2,553,550

Fundraising Facts

Founding Forward had a strong financial year in fiscal 2024-2025. Below is a financial 
snapshot of the annual activity from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025.

68%
Percentage of retained donors

Total Contributions by Purpose

82%
Unrestricted

12%
Student  

Programs

2%
Community Programs

4%
Teacher Programs

$3,219
Average contribution per donor

1,854
Total number of donors
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Thomas Jefferson reminded us, “If a nation expects to 
be ignorant and free, in a state of civilization, it expects 
what never was and never will be.” Founding Forward 
believes that education is the key to renewing faith in 
America and hope for the future.

Through immersive civic education experiences,  
Founding Forward is leading the way with 
transformational, in-person programs for teachers, 
students, and the community and working to fulfill the 
ideals of civic equality and give every citizen the tools  
to be a full participant.

To expand reach and impact as a national leader in civic 
education, Founding Forward launched its Strategic Plan 
in 2025, which outlines the goals for the next seven years. 
It is an aggressive, ambitious plan, consistent with the 
challenges facing the nation. 

Strides are already being made to reach these exciting 
goals. When the plan is fully realized, we will reach 
millions across the country each year. Only then will 
Founding Forward begin to achieve the vision of an 
America with renewed appreciation of the founding 
principles of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

This endeavor will require significant financial resources 
and the investment of all who believe in the future of the 
great American experiment. We thank you for your past 
and continued support and investment in  
Founding Forward. 

Our Strategic Plan

Thank you for helping us build a future rooted in liberty. 
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Founding Forward's professional development 
programs for teachers reach the next generation of 
young Americans by equipping and inspiring dedicated 
educators. Teachers plant the seeds and nourish the 
growth of informed and responsible citizens.  These 
teacher programs focus on content, the “what”, beyond 
the pedagogical “how” on which many other programs 
focus and highlight that a deeper understanding of the 
founding ideals begins with rich scholarly material.
Founding Forward brings a diverse cross-section of 
teachers from around the country together in the places 
where history happened. There is no learning experience 
more powerful than walking in the footsteps of the 
people you are studying.

WHAT WE’VE ACCOMPLISHED

In the 18 months of Founding Forward’s existence, 
the number of educators who have participated has 
dramatically expanded.

Throughout 2025, graduate-level teacher  
programs provided:

•	 �More than 18,000 hours of content-rich education.

•	 �Three weekend seminars with 113 teachers, six week-
long residential seminars with 268 teachers, and 
three week-long travel seminars with 143 teachers. 
From January to August 2025, 524 teachers from 48 
states attended Founding Forward teacher seminars 
– with more to come in fall 2025.

In 2025, Founding Forward will host 15 programs with 
over 650 teachers - dramatic growth from the seven 
programs and 314 attendees the previous year. By 2031, 
the goal is to reach nearly 2,000 educators each year.

Additionally, residential teacher programs were 
relocated in 2024 from the retreat-style Valley Forge 
campus to conference-style Union League Liberty Hill,  
a beautiful property with resort amenities for teachers 
to enjoy while they learn. This is just the beginning of the 
growth of these programs.

Teachers
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Students travel from across the country to the Valley 
Forge campus and historic Philadelphia to participate 
in an array of single and multi-day transformative 
programs and to experience history in the places where 
it happened. By engaging in these programs, students 
practice civil dialogue with their peers, cultivate their 
leadership skills, and learn to understand their civic 
responsibilities; lessons which last a lifetime. 

WHAT WE’VE ACCOMPLISHED

More than 125,000 students have been educated 
over the 75+ year history of the legacy organizations 
that merged to create Founding Forward.  Student 
programs are the longest running education efforts of 
both previous organizations. These programs are now 
poised for growth, whether it is expanding the formats 
or running more of the same, and/or expanding to new 
locations.

For 2025, the strategic plan called for 1,800 student 
participants, stronger local recruitment in the Greater 
Philadelphia area (including Union League member 
families), expanded student programs, the creation of 
pilot summer programs, and the launch of a new Good 
Citizen Day-on-the-Road program.

Already in 2025, Founding Forward programs have:

•	 �Welcomed over 1,500 students through a variety of 
program formats from one-day to week-long with 
more programs scheduled for fall 2025.

•	 �Increased recruitment within Greater Philadelphia 
and the Union League.

•	 �Launched two pilot summer programs – Debate  
and Leadership Institute for high school students  
and a day camp for middle school students.

•	 Expanded the number of Spirit of America programs.

•	 �Planned two Good Citizen Day on-the-Road  
programs scheduled for fall 2025.

Students

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Good Citizen Day worked with 44 youth-serving 
organizations to host 244 high school juniors for an 
all-day civic education program on March 26, 2025. 
Students learned about their role as citizen leaders, 
engaged in constitutional debates, and were celebrated 
with their Good Citizenship Award which included a 
certificate, personalized medal, and a cash prize.

Spirit of America Youth Leadership welcomed over 
680 students from 45 states and territories to its 
transformative, residential program. This four-day 
program, held throughout the year on the Valley Forge 
campus, engages high school students with mock 
congressional debates, a free enterprise challenge, 
historical site visits, and enriching interactive 
educational activities.

Debate and Leadership Institute was piloted in 
partnership with the Bill of Rights Institute on the  
Valley Forge campus. This unique five-day program 
brought together high school students from 17 states to 
strengthen their debate skills and deepen their  
civic knowledge.

Students



Liberty Weekend hosted college-aged students for a 
three-day program at The Union League of Philadelphia. 
These students engaged in seminars, discussions, and 
activities examining America’s founding principles and 
the topics of liberty, freedom, and free enterprise. 

Service Learning in Public Policy, a week-long 
advanced leadership development workshop, 
welcomed exceptional high school students interested 
in law, communications, and public health. Students 
participated in action-oriented experiences that will set 
them apart when they apply for college and as they 
start their careers.

Day Camp was piloted in the summer of 2025, hosting 
middle school students for a week-long camp to engage 
their young minds in the principles of civic education and 
leadership. Students participated in team building and 
sports activities throughout the 75-acre Valley Forge 
campus, and visited Valley Forge National Historical 
Park, where they walked in the footsteps of history. 

History Encounters provides educational programs on 
the founding principles and features live actor historians 
and historic site visits around Valley Forge and Greater 
Philadelphia. This past year, Founding Forward hosted 
five programs providing 327 students with remarkable 
journeys beyond the classroom.
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Scholars

Founding Forward Scholarship programs  
awarded a total of $508,000 to 11 students  
through the 2025 Union League Scholarship and 
Abele Scholarship programs. The application 
process for these programs is rigorous, and 
students are required to maintain contact,  
strong academics, and more throughout  
their college careers.

2025 UNION LEAGUE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

•	 ��Thomas Becker, Charles Kurz, II  
Education Fund Scholar

•	 Mazin Bilal, Haupt Fund Scholar

•	 Kevin Estevez, Sir John Templeton Scholar

•	 �Kaitlyn Gist, Kean Family Fund Scholar

•	 Jordan Marino,  Ladies Committee Scholar

•	 �Jordan Unikel, Ernest B. & Gerrie Smith Scholar

•	 �Chase Urquhart,  
Wilbert D. & Joan Abele Fund Scholar

2025 ABELE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

•	 Barbara Asare

•	 Elias Assaf

•	 Anna Delaney

•	 ��Aiden McFadden, Heritage Cigar Club Scholar
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Founding Forward believes that good citizenship starts 
at home. The Valley Forge campus provides an untapped 
opportunity to reach the local community  
and be a more active civic partner.

WHAT WE’VE ACCOMPLISHED

Through a variety of initiatives – speaker programs, care 
and stewardship of historic collections and exhibits, and 
other special events – there is significant outreach to the 
community. These programs allow Founding Forward to 
reach thousands of individuals beyond students  
and teachers.

Implementation of the Strategic Plan goals has already 
begun, including hosting several speaker programs on 
the Valley Forge campus and expanding existing Medal 
of Honor Grove programs.

LINCOLN DAY 

For the 216th anniversary of Lincoln’s birthday, Founding 
Forward set in motion a new era of immersive civic 
education, ensuring a future rooted in liberty. On 
February 12, 2025, the launch of Founding Forward’s 
strategic plan was announced. Lincoln Day’s featured 
speaker was Richard Brookhiser, historian and senior 
editor at National Review.

VOLUNTEER CHAPTERS

Founding Forward has 18 volunteer chapters around 
the country. Chapters recruit and sponsor students 
and teachers to attend programs. They also lead the 
grassroots effort to find, recognize, and honor the heroes 
within their communities through Founding Forward’s 
National Awards program, the development of local 
outreach programs, and organized events. Chapters  
are instrumental in advancing Founding Forward’s 
mission nationwide.

Community

Speaker Programs over 4,870 people attended 30 
speaker programs in person and thousands more 
watched virtually. Founding Forward hosts scholars, 
policymakers, experts, and thought leaders to share 
their perspectives on current events, The Constitution, 
liberty and individual freedom, free enterprise, and 
American history. For the first time this year, programs 
were hosted on the Valley Forge campus,  
allowing Founding Forward to reach new members  
of the community. 

BUILDING PARTNERS

Founding Forward has created several new partnerships 
in the local community and beyond. These partnerships 
serve a greater reach and establish a civic fabric upon 
which the organization will grow.
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In addition to hosting educational events, Founding 
Forward cares for the historic art and archives of the 
Union League and other important collections. Exhibits 
and tours welcome guests to further deepen their 
knowledge of American history and the Union League, 
and the archival collection is a unique resource for 
research. 

Art Conservation and Archives – at the League House, 
the Union League presidential portraits in Lincoln 
Hall were reorganized, reduced from 47 to 38 to 
accommodate removing portraits from the alcoves and 
creating room for the growing collection. 

Work is underway on the archives from Freedoms 
Foundation at Valley Forge (one of the predecessor 
organizations of Founding Forward) to ensure its long-
term care and conservation. Additionally, the Freedoms 
Foundation collection featured a large audio/visual 
component, including over 1,000 audio/video tapes 
from 1949 to the 1990s. These tapes hold recordings of 
speeches, campus unveilings, special events, and copies 
of old Freedoms Foundation broadcasts. 

Acquisitions & Loans – over the last fiscal year, Founding 
Forward acquired 450 new items into the collections of 
art, archives, books, manuscripts, and objects.

As part of the important work of continuing to develop 
the collection, two recent major acquisitions were made 
in 2025: The Capt. James Silliman Collection and The 
Jakob Otto Schweizer Collection. These collections will 
be a significant resource for the education of the Civil 
War and related history. Acquisitions of the collections 
were made possible through the generosity of League 
members Morgan Silliman Heller (Silliman) and Jon and 
Karen Sirlin (Schweizer). 

In 2025, over 1,000 Union League members and guests 
attended history tours of the Union League; an excellent 
way to learn the history of the League and its impact  
on Philadelphia. 

MEDAL OF HONOR GROVE

The Medal of Honor Grove, located on Founding 
Forward’s Valley Forge campus, is a 42-acre  
arboretum that pays tribute to all 3,500+ Medal of 
Honor recipients. In addition to providing enriching 
content for students who attend Founding Forward 
programs, the Grove offers a unique opportunity to  
reach the local community. 

In fiscal year 2024-2025, there was an increase in 
community activity  through events like PA Day (part of 
America250PA), Wreaths Across the Grove, and Army 
250, among dozens of clean-ups, and other student 
group activities. Nearly 1,000 people have attended 
Medal of Honor Grove events. Care and maintenance of 
the Medal of Honor Grove is stewarded by our separate 
nonprofit partners - The Friends of the Medal of Honor 
Grove.

Collections, Archives, Art Conservation, and More
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To achieve the strategic plan goals, Founding Forward 
will need many additional resources, including staffing, 
investments in marketing and recruiting, and physical 
improvements to the Valley Forge campus.

Work is already underway to transform the Valley Forge 
campus. In the last 18+ months, nearly $2 million has 
been invested in upgrades and beautification, including 
roofs, windows, interior and exterior renovations, 
infrastructure upgrades, enhancing food services and 
dining facilities, and much more. 

In the last year, there has been a major investment  
in growing the reach and message of Founding Forward 
and its important work. These funds have been 
invested in national marketing platforms, promotion at 
conferences, social media advertisements, additional 
collateral and swag, promotional videos, and more.

Two significant developments in marketing/
communications are a redeveloped Teacher 
Ambassador Program and establishment of Senior 
Fellows. The teacher ambassador program activates 
teacher alumni as advocates for these vital programs. 
Ambassadors present at teacher programs, attend 
conferences to represent Founding Forward, and directly 
recruit new teachers for programs. The Senior Fellows are 
a newly formed group of scholars, policy experts, and 
other thought leaders who provide content, scholarly 
guidance, thought leadership, and more.

Human resources are perhaps the most critical element 
of any organization’s success. In the last year, four new 
full-time equivalents have been added to the staff - 
Peter Moylan as Director of Advancement, Fred Conner 
as Director of Operations on the Valley Forge campus, 
Paul Hamilton as Outreach Director, and Ellen Resnek as 
Chief Program Officer.

Resources and Needs

Rendering of the future learning stairs 
on the Valley Forge campus.
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Will Creeley, Legal Director, Foundation for Individual 
Rights and Expression

Dr. Joseph R. Fornieri, Professor of Political Science, 
Rochester Institute of Technology

Dr. Allen C. Guelzo, Professor of Humanities of the 
Hamilton School, University of Florida

Dr. Graham Lee, Professor Emeritus of Political Science, 
St. Joseph’s University

Dr. Stefanie Lindquist, Nickerson Dean and Professor of 
Law, WashU Law

Joe Loconte, New York Times bestselling author, 
educator, and filmmaker

Lenny McAllister, Political Analyst and Consultant

Michael Moreland, Professor of Law and Religion, 
Villanova University

Dr. Bruce Murphy, Fred Morgan Kirby Professor of Civil 
Rights, Lafayette College

Dr. Patrick Spero, Chief Executive Officer, American 
Philosophical Society

John Yoo, Emanuel Heller Professor of Law, University of 
California at Berkley

Bonnie Anderson, Director of Accounting

Maggie Baldridge, Program Coordinator

Madeleine Beahm, Executive Assistant

Deepak Bhagat, Associate Director of Education

Fred Conner, Director of Operations

Kira Foley-Tuzman, Executive Vice President  
& Chief Operating Officer

Lara Forgy Kennedy, Advancement Manager

Paul Hamilton, Director of Outreach

David Harmer, National Director

John Meko, President

Christyn Moran, Chief Advancement Officer

Peter Moylan, Director of Advancement

Jason L. S. Raia, Vice President of Teacher Programs

Sarah Rasmussen, Director of Communications

Ellen Resnek, Chief Program Officer

Amanda Rockwood, Development Coordinator

Jessica Rudderow, Events & Office Manager

Carolyn Santangelo, Sr. Director of Chapter  
& Partner Relations

Corey Stubanas, Program Coordinator

Keeley Tulio, Archivist & Collections Coordinator

Brett Wasdick, Director of Maintenance

Founding Forward works with scholars and policy experts in a variety of formats, programs, 
and events. Senior fellows provide content and scholarly guidance on program development, 
thought leadership, and other important aspects of Founding Forward’s work. They help lead 
our teacher programs, student programs, speaker events and other mission-based work of 
Founding Forward.

Staff

Senior Follows
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CATEGORIES OF GIFTS

Annual Fund contributions sustain all Founding 
Forward programs, including student and teacher civic 
education programs, improvements on the Valley Forge 
campus, caring for the collections, lecture programs, 
scholarships, tours, and the care of the historic League 
House and Guard House. Designated gifts are annual 
gifts that are earmarked to support a specified Founding 
Forward program.

Gifts to endowments are usually major gifts of $150,000 
or more. Endowment funds generate income to support 
programs in perpetuity. Named endowments can be 
established for specific programs or use designations.

Outright gifts of cash may be made through credit card 
or check (payable to Founding Forward), automatic bank 
withdrawal, or Union League member billing. A donation 
can be a one-time gift or a recurring (sustaining) 
monthly or annual donation. If you choose to make a 
monthly donation by spreading your total gift amount 
over 12 months, Founding Forward will automatically bill 
your member account or charge your credit card each 
month. Whether billed monthly or annually, Sustaining 
Donations are those gifts that automatically renew at 
the start of each fiscal year. 

To make a gift via member billing, credit card, 
 or automatic bank withdrawal, please visit  
www.FoundingForward.org. 

Gifts of appreciated securities are gifts of individual 
stocks, ETFs or mutual funds. This can be an effective tax 
strategy for many individuals. Donating appreciated 
securities allows the donor to contribute the market 
value of the security while eliminating the capital gains 
tax. 

Donors aged 70½ or older who make a contribution 
directly from a traditional IRA to Founding Forward 
can donate up to $100,000 without it being considered a 
taxable distribution.

The impact of your gift to Founding Forward may be 
doubled or even tripled if your company has a matching 
gift program. Any of the above gifting methods can be 
submitted for a matching gift. 

A planned gift can provide significant funding for future 
programs of Founding Forward, while helping you 
achieve personal and philanthropic goals. Bequests, 
retirement plan designations, and life insurance gifts are 
just a few of the ways to make a planned gift. Donors 
who designate a planned gift to Founding Forward are 
recognized as members of The Heritage Society.

If you have questions about making a gift to 
Founding Forward, please email Amanda Rockwood, 
Development Coordinator, at RockwoodA@
foundingforward.org. 

Ways to Make a Gift
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